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and EF at one year between the two groups. The results are expressed as mean d SD. 
Results: Df the 968 patients randomised, 972 (96.4%) were alive at one year. In the sur- 
viving patients 764 (79%) had available WMSI calculations and 51.5 (53%) had EF mea- 
sured at one year. The WMSI in the CABG group (n=363) was 1.3 f 0.4, compared with 
1.2 * 0.4 in PCI group (n=361), (PcO.46, t-test). The EF in the CABG group (n=245) was 
54.6 f 9.6, compared with 55.3 f 9.3 in PCI group (n=270), difference = 0.5, 95% Cl -1 .I 
to 2.1, (P=O.55. t-test). Compared with the pre procedural values both groups showed a 
similar change in WMSI and EF. The WMSI was greater at 12 months: CABG group 1 .19 
versus 1.27, (mean difference 0.08, 95% Cl 0.04 to 0.11, pcO.001, Wilcoxon signed rank 
test), PCI group 1.19 versus 1.26 (mean difference 0.07, 95% Cl 0.03 to 0.10, p=O.OOl). 
EF was lower in both groups: CABG group 57.5 versus 54.9, (mean difference -2.7, 95% 
Cl -4.0 to -1.4, pcO.001, Wilcoxon signed rank test), in the PCI group 56.7 versus 54.9 
(mean difference -1.9, 95% Cl -2.9 to -0.6. p=O.OOl). 
Conclusions: No difference was observed in the Stent or Surgery study at one year, in LV 
function in patients treated with PCI or CABG. At one year there has been a minor 
decline in global and regional function which may be attributable to the occurrence of fac- 
tors which affect the cardiac function. 
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BACKGROUND: Glycoprotein llbillla receptor inhibitors (GPI) reduce peri-procedural 
ischemic events in pts undergoing PCI. The optimal timing of blood draw(s) to detect CK- 
MB elevations after PCI is not well established, and less is known about their clinical pre- 
dictors. METHODS: In the TARGET trial, 4609 patients undergoing PCI were random- 
ized to abcixlmab vs tirofiban. CK-MB values were determined every 6 hrs. Timing of MB 
elevations, correlation with symptoms, and its predictors were evaluated from 4329 pts. 
RESULTS: Enzymatic infarcts (Ml, single MB value 23X or a 50% rise above abnormal 
baseline) were seen in 5.9% of pts, of whom 93.9% were reportedly asymptomatic. Only 
1.0% of pts had Q-wave infarctions after PCI, of whom l/4 had peri-PCI symptoms. In 
contrast, 67% of pts with reported symptoms after PCI had enzymatic or Q-wave infarcts. 
Table shows detection rates of Ml at each time point. In a logistic regression model, 
acute coronary syndrome (ACS). heparin use, and increasing age. but not diabetes, 
were independent predictors of peri-PCI Ml. Pre-PCI clopidogrel use was an independent 
predictor for lower rates of Ml (OR=0.57, CL [0.36-0.651). CONCLUSIONS: In pts under- 
going PCI, using GPI and contemporary stems, at least 3 blood samples within 24 hours 
are required for optimal detection of most Ml. An 16-hr sample has the best detection 
rate as a single time point. While ACS is associated with high risk of MI. pre-PCI clopi- 
dogrel therapy may have a significant cardioprotective effect in limiting CK-MB rise. 
Background: There were a conflictive data about the role of stems preventing restenosis 
in small coronary arteries. 
Methods: Between March lo December 2001,246 patients with severe stenosis in small 
native coronary artery (~2.9 mm) and clinical indication of myocardial revascularization 
were randomized in 15 centers of Latinamerica, 124 were randomized to stent and 122 
to PTCA In order to validate the reference diameter (RD) of the vessel , a comparative 
analysis between quantitative coronary angiography @CA) and Intravascular Ultrasound 
was perform. The end point of the study was lo compare angiographic binary restenosis, 
minimal luminal diameter (MLD). net gain, target vessel revascularization (TVR) and 
freedom from maior adverse cardiovascular events (MACE) at six months of follow UP, 
In conclusion: The results of the PIXEL study will help lo determine the role of direct 
stenting in small vessels. This knowledge might prove to be of great interest in the forth- 
coming era of drug eluting stents. 
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Timing of MB elevations 
6-hr 12-hr 16-hr 24.hr add’1 sample 
between both re&cularization strategies. 
Results: Both groups had similar clinical demographics and angiographic characteris- CK-MB>3X 5.6% 23.5% 47.0% 16.9% 4.6% 
tics. 
After randomization in the PTCA group. 16% crossed over to stents during the initial pro- 
cedure. Intravascular Ultrasound showed a RD in stent and PTCA of 2.6 and 2.76 mm 
respectively (ns). At 30 days patients in stent arm had less incidence of MACE than 
those included in PTCA (2.4% vs 9.6% respectively p=O.O45) Six months follow up 
anglogram was obtained in 91% of patients. 
Six months QCA and Clinical Data PTCA (122 ) Stent (124) p 
RD (mm) 2.47 +0.23 2.5 i 0.20 0.246 
MLD Post (mm) 2.1 io.30 2.32 0.25 0.0002 
MLD Follow up(mm) 1.53 2 0.67 1.76 + 0.67 0.013 
Net Gain (mm) 0.61 + 0.69 1.11 ?; 0.66 0.002 
Restenosis (%) 29 19 0.118 
TVR (%) 16 14.5 0.568 
MACE (“‘0) 27 16.9 0.078 
Conclusions: An initial strategy with stems at long term follow up achieved better MLD 
and net gain than those initially treated with PTCA. Angiographic restenosis and MACE 
showed a trend to be low with stent therapy. 
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Background: The aim of this study was to assess acute and late outcome following 
treatment of true bifurcation lesions with Directional Coronary Atherectomy (DCA) plus 
stenting (DCA group) compared to stem alone (Stent group). Methods and Results 68 
lesions in DCA group and 332 lesions in Stent group were analyzed. Baseline clinical 
and angiographic characteristics were well matched. Reference diameters in main 
branch (MB) and side branch (SB) were similar in two groups (3.1+0.5 vs. 3.020.5 and 
2.4+0.5 vs. 2.4t0.5, p=NS). Bigger minimal lumen diameter (MLD) post-procedure and 
at follow-up was achieved in DCA group (table). Binary restenosis rate (MB 17% vs 34%, 
p=O.O6 and SB 23.5% vs 41%, p=O.O9) was lower in DCA group. There was no differ- 
ence in rate of in-hospital major adverse cardiac events (MACE, i.e. death, non-Q and Q- 
wave myocardial infarction (Ml), need of revascularization) between two groups (9% 
vs.9.6%; p=NS). At 20+16 months f-up MACE rate was lower in DCA group 
(13.6%vs.32.2%; p=rJ.O2). In DCA group there were no deaths, Ml or CABG and in Stent 
group 4 pts died, 7 had Ml and 3 underwent CABG. Repeat PTCA rate was similar 
(13.6% vs. 24.8%, p=NS). Conclusions: DCA plus stenting in bifurcation lesions is not 
associated with an increased incidence of in-hospital MACE and results in improved clin- 
ical and angiographic outcome. 
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Background: Coronary stenting has been established the preferred form of percutane- 
ovs revascularizarion in vessels 2 3.0 mm in diameter, accounting for more than 60% of 
the procedures, half of those performed without prior balloon pro-dilation. Trials trying to 
establish the role of stenting in small vessels have offered contradictory results and feasi- 
bility and safety of direct stenting in < 3.0 mm vessels has not been tested. 
Variables DCA Stent P value 
MB MLD After procedure 3.19+0.56 2.91+ 0.57 0.006 
MB MLD follow-up 2.0+ 1.1 i .6* 0.8 0.05 
MB Late loss 0.90t 1.2 i 23 0.8 0.1 
SB MLD After procedure 2.2+ 0.5 2.01* 0.7 0.2 
Objective and design of the study: The primary objective of the study is to demon- SB MLD follow-up 1.4* 0.7 1.2* 0.7 0.1 
strate the medium term efficacy of a no pre-dilatation strategy for elective stent implanta- SB Late loss 0.6* 0.6 o.az 0.7 0.4 
tion in native coronary arteries t 2.2mm and ~2.7 mm in diameter by on line QCA. The 
study is a prospective, randomized trial of 350 patients recruited by 26 hospitals from 
Europe, South America, India and New Zealand. The stent used was specially designed 1076-189 - 
Clinical and Angiographic Effects of Directional 
for small vessels ( Pixel stent ).The patients were centrally randomized 1:l to stent Atherectomy In De Novo Coronary Artery Lesions 
implantation with and without pre-dilation. Enrollment started in June 2001 and was corn- Located at the Ostium of the Left Anterior Descending 
pleted in August 2002. Mean patient age was 64 years; 176 patients were randomized to Artery 
pre-dilation and 174 to direct stenting. 
Endpoints: The primary endpoint is procedure success in the no pre-dilation group : Flavio Airoldi, Carlo Di Mario, Carlo Briguon’, Goran Stankovic, Alaide Chieffo, Maneo 
attainment of final result of ~30% in stent residual stenosis in the absence of MACE at 30 
Montorfano, Davide Tavano. Antonio Colombo, San Raffaele Hospital. Milan, Italy. Emo 
days. Secondary endpoints include : Acute success, procedural and fluoro time; Angio- Centro Cuore Columbus, Milan, Italy 
graphic restenosis , target site rsvascularization and target vessel failure at 6 months; Lesions located at the ostium of the left descending anterior artery (LAD) sre considered 
MACE at 6 months. Clinical and angiographic data post procedure and at follow up will an ideal target for directional atherectomy (DCA). Methods: we did a matched compari- 
be evaluated by independent corelabs. son of the immediate and mid term results of a series of 117 consecutive patients with 
